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CHAPTER TWO 

THE ROLE OF THE ITALIAN-SWISS BORDER  
IN THE PARTISAN HISTORY OF MIDDLE  
AND UPPER VALTELLINA (1943-1945) 

ANDREA PAGANINI 
 
 
 
Until the Italian armistice of 8 September 1943, the population of 

Valtellina, although suffering the adverse socio-economic consequences, 
felt rather distant from the hot fronts and the crucial events of the Second 
World War. From then on, however, this border experienced extraordinary 
turmoil for three main reasons: the substantial wave of fugitives seeking 
asylum in neutral Switzerland, the growing resumption of smuggling after 
a period of partial stalemate and the beginning and gradual intensification 
of partisan resistance. In addition to these reasons, in the last months of the 
conflict, there was also the project – never really implemented – of 
“Ridotto alpino repubblicano”, with which fascists intended to exploit the 
natural stronghold of Valtellina in order to attempt an extreme defence and 
perhaps rally around the Duce1. 

The present article – a small foretaste of a larger work in preparation2 – 
intends to offer a contribution to the understanding of the so-called “longer 
resistance”3, with particular attention to the role played by the Italian-
Swiss border in partisan activities.   

The formations of the Valtellinese resistance were divided into distinct 
blocks and were not always in harmony with each other. In the lower 

 
1 Viganò, Marino. “Ridotto alpino repubblicano: l’ultimo piano di Benito Mussolini 
1944-1945”. In Le Alpi e la guerra: funzioni e immagini, ed. Nelly Valsangiacomo 
(Lugano: Giampiero Casagrande, 2007), 131-150. 
2 It’s an ongoing research project on the history of border between Valtellina and 
Val Poschiavo promoted by the Institute for Research on Grison culture. 
3 Marco Fini and Franco Giannantoni, La Resistenza più lunga. Lotta partigiana e 
difesa degli impianti idroelettrici in Valtellina 1943-1945 (Milano: Sugarco, 2002). 
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